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1973 (SIXTEENTH) FALL OCCURRENCE REPORT 
Two hundred eighty-one species are shown in this report, from 12 locali-
ties, compared to 253 from 10 in 1972, 251 from 9 in 1971, 258 from 10 in 
1970, and 248 from 9 in 1969 (after adjustment for the new name changes, 
and subject to possible increase if it had been possible to identify the 
Empidonax sp., and if the Traill's Flycatchers had been split). A Hermit 
Warbler report is not included in the tabulation but is covered in a separate 
article in this issue. 
The information is presented in a rough west (left) to east (right) order, 
with locations of about the same longiude listed with the northernmost first 
(left). Two dates indicate the first and last records during the period. The 
symbols used an': 
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Jl, Au, 8p, 0, N, and D for the months. 
8 - to indicate a species which arrived before 1 July. 
- W to indicate a species which remained after 31 December. 
P to indicate a species which is present all the year, although the same 
individuals may not be present during the whole year, and the numbers may 
vary greatly between periods. (8 - W also indicates much the same thing, 
but is used in cases which are considered special circumstances, rather than 
a normal pattern.) 
The reporting locations, contributors, and special comments are: 
Adams, Hastings, 108 species, Mrs. 0. W. Ritchey (reporter), Miss Geral-
dine Heartwell, Mrs. Wm. Helzer, Mrs. Edith Hurlbut, Burton Nelson, David 
Rose, and Miss Bernice Welch. The Bohemian Waxwings were seen feeding 
in a hackberry near Mr. Rose's office. He got a good look with binoculars 
M 
I ri 
0' 
Mri 
o 0 
0t=1 oz 
LD[,,-- U) r-r- 0 
NG N0I Nrl (Y)N 
~O 
j 
ri 
o 
It-
Ul ~ 
Ul 
o m t-
N.::t ri.=J N 
""t=1 0t=1 t=1 U) 
ri 
M 
o 
Q) 
Ul 
o 
8 
~ 
~ 
u 
jt- r--
riri ri 
02 Z 
OJ 
(f) 
o 
8 
OJ 
Ul 
o 
8 
(5 
a 
ri m 
o 
1M 
Ul"" Ul 
<D 
ri 
t=1 
CD 
riN 
riO 
>-:J 
It-
Ult=1 
co co LDt-- m 
N NN Girl roN 
o 
w 
ri 
t=1 
CD 
riN 
riO 
>-:J 
o 
j ri 
ri 0' 
CD 
riN 
riO 
>-:J 
o 
t-
IN 
UlO 
u) t=1 
t-
lri 
002 
N ('J 
o 
ri t-
riO 
>-:J 
t-
IN 
Ul~ Ul 
00 
M 
...--1rl com 
en 
ri 
o 
CD 
ri N 
riO 
>-:J 
en 
wri 
0t=1 
CD 
ri 0' 
riO 
>-:J 
o 
CD -=t" I (Y) 
~t=1 (/)0 
Ul 
I (Y) CD.:J 
(/)0 02 
M jt-
tri rirl 
(1)0 
0'''' 0 
rlrl NN 
~O P--<c=:l 
(/) (j) 
t-
ri 0' 
riO 
>-:J 
en 0 
riM 
~O 
24 Nebraska Bird Review 
at about thirty yards. 
Clay, Federal Wetlands and Sutton, 84 species, David r< Rose (of u. 
Hastings) (reporter) , Mr. and Mrs. E. O. Percival. They had the best fall 
water conditions that many people couldl remember. The waterfowl stayed 
longer, and in much greater variety, than usual. The Virginia Rail was at 
Smith Lagoon. lt behaved as though it had young in the area. Mr. Rose be-
lieves, based on unrecorded sightings and the number of birds, that the Up-
land Sandpipers raised young at Harvard Marsh. For two years Mr. Rose 
has heard reports that Canada Geese raised young at Harvard Marsh, but 
it is still unconfirmed. An extensive migration of Y ellowthroa ts was noted 
24 September - the smartweed at McMurty Marsh was literally alive with 
them. Another notable migration was on 28 September, which included Blue 
Jays and Mournin!! Doves. Mr. Rose watched the Doves moving south in 
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large number that evening, at varying altitudes" following the end of a 
rainy period. 
Dawes (and northern Sioux), Crawford 195 species, Richard! C. (re-
porter) and Dorothy J. Rosche. 
Douglas (and Sarpy), Omaha and Bellevue, 174 species, Ruth Green 
and! R. G. Cortelyou (reporters). Better identification of the Peep and the 
Dowitchers might have increased the count. A Common Loon was seen on a 
lake northeast of 84th and McKinley (Highway 36) on 15 July, in an arm 
of the lake close enough to the road for the bird to be seen well. In addition, 
it gave its call. A bird seen 29 July, too far away for good identification, 
was thought to be a Loon. It might well have been there before 15 July, in 
the center of the lake too far away for good' identification. The land is un-
der control of HUD, and permission to go on it was refused. The La Verne 
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26 Nebl'aska Bird Review 
Keisers, west of Waterloo, reported Sandhill Cranes were on their farm 28 
July. When they were shown pictures of Great Blue Herons they said the 
birds were not Great Blues. About 26 November Mrs. Margaret Paul was 
standing on the corner of 17th and Farnam, in Omaha, and saw something 
(which she at first thought was a piece of paper) flutter down from the 
building across the street. It landed in front of a bus, but the driver was 
able to straddle it. It remained on the street after the bus passed over it, and 
she picked it up and saw that it was a Short-eared Owl. It offered no re-
sistance. A couple of men offered to take it to Fontenelle Forest, and such a 
bird was delivered to the Forest and subsequently released. A Hermit 
Thrush was seen in Fontenelle Forest 11 November and again on the 
Christmas Count 15 December. The William Fergusons had a male Rose-
breasted Grosbeak at their feeder 21 and 22 November, and one was seen on 
i? 
rl 
U 
rl C) 
rlrl 
~tf 
CJ 0 
('1') (Y) 
rl 
rl 
00 
ri 
en to 
.-1 N 
00 
0) 
rl 
o 
('> U) 
NN 
00 
r- C) 
N'Y) 
P-IO [f) 
.-1 
,-1 
'·-1 
>§ 
§ 
U) 
Ij 
,-j CY) co 
Nrl Irl 
rl~ 'flP 
r:J[f) 
rl C) 
OJ CON rl 
~ 00 C4 
o 
00 
IN 
[f)Z 
1M 
UlP 
'" I rl 
v1 Q 
1m 
CJ) z 
1m 
Cf)Z 
o 
Irl 
UlP 
co 
trl 
UlO 
j 
Irl 
(j) (l; 
U) 
rl 
IN 
[f)O 
(Y) 
I rl 
'flO 
'0 
I ri 
o 
I C', 
UlO 
rl 
rl 
00 
Nebraska Bird Review 27 
the Christmas Count. A Rufous-sided Towhee was seen in the Forest 25 
November. 
Hall (and Howard), Wood River and Grand Island, 116 species, Charles 
Shafer and William Schleicher (reporters). Mr. Schleicher saw what he is 
sure were House Finches, rather than Purple Finches, 4 and 15 December. 
Since this is east of previous reports of House Finches and is in normal ter-
ritory for Purple Finches, with which they could be confused!, and the ob-
servations ,were not corroborated, the dates were not included in the tabula-
tion to be sure this note was read. 
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Howard, see Hall, above. 
Keith, (and the bridges at Lewellen, Garden County), 48 species, Mrs. 
co r--
0J 0J 
oz 
(J) 
N r--
lD 
ri 
P 
lri 
enp 
; 
u 
lD 
10J 
enri 
'J 
'" lri 
en~ 
(Y) 
lri 
en~ 
Ori 
riri 
olol 
'J'J 
10J 
en~ 
olol 
8~ 
o 
co 
IN 
en~ 
lD 
riM 
0J (C) 
rirl 
~~ 
CD OON.=t-
JOJ rlrl riN rl 
en c7} ~ &, ~ c7} 8 
ol 
rl 
ol 
'J 
lD 
N 
ol 
'J 
ol 
'" 0J 
o 
N 
IN 
en~ 
lD cr, 
Nol 
olO 
'J 
o 
<.D (Y) ()) co 
lill rlN rirl 
en c7} 8 c7} ~ c7} 
en 
COri 
0;0 
en 
00 
ol 
~ 
ol 
olN 
ol 
olr--
olO; 
'J[J) 
o 
I", 
eno 
Ul 
bD 
~ 
ol 
ol 
~ 
H (j) 
Ul 
Ul 
e'l 
-I-' (j) 
rl 
ol 
• .-j 
:s 
en co 
0;0 
en 
'" ollD 
olO; 
'Jen 
N 
N 
~ 
0J en 
olri 
~o 
'" Nol 
olO; 
'Jen 
ol 
olr--
olO; 
'Jen 
00 
olcr, 
olO 
'J 
'" (J)N 
o 
00 N 
ol 
olr--
olO; 
'Jen 
or--
olN 
olO; 
'Jen 
28 Nebraska Bird Review 
Jerry Sejkora (reporter), Don Sejkora, Grant. This report is based on four 
visits: 1 and 22 July, 25 November, and 16 December. The Cardinals (a pair) 
were seen near the old Lewellen bridge. They always check this area when 
they go to Lake McConaughy but this is the first time they have seen 
Cardinals there. The Winter Wren, also a first, was seen in the rocks on the 
south shore just below the east face of the dam. 
Lancaster, Lincoln, 184 species, Dr. Esther V. Bennett, Shirley Doole, 
Daryl Giblin, Dr. Norma G. Johnson, and Mrs. Ruth Green (of Bellevue) (re-
porters). A better identification of Epidonax sp. might have increased the 
count. The Red-throated Loon was seen on Branched Oak Lake by Mrs. 
Green. The Black Ducks (four) were seen on Pawnee Lake. Wood Ducks 
were seen as late as 31 December at the Nature Center, but they may be 
some which were raised in the area. Twe to five Wood Ducks have been in 
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with the pinioned birds. A Merlin was seen at Yankee Hill dam on 9 Decem-
ber by Giblin. It flew about ten feet over his head. A Sora was seen at the 
Nature Center as late as 15 December. It may have been an immature which 
was released there in early September, which might have remained due to 
inability to fly. The Western Sandpipers were seen at Branched Oak Lake by 
Giblin, in association with Least and/or with Semipalmated Sandpipers. 
Identification was based on body and bill size. Sixty-two Buff-breasted 
Sandpipers were seen 1 September and one 22 September, both times on 
short mowed grass at Lieber's Point, Branched Oak Lake. The Pomarine 
Jaeger was seen by Mr. and Mrs. Giblin at Branched Oak Lake. It was 
seen about fifteen to twenty five feet overhead, harrassing an adult Ring-
billed Gull. Its maneuvel'ability in flight was greater than that of the Gull's, 
and when it flew away after getting what it wanted (it never landed or 
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even circled to land) its flight was direct and fast. It was an immature 
bird with heavy dark brown barring on lighter brown, barred crosswise on 
the body. It had long, pointed, wings with a definite angle at the wrist 
giving a swept-back appearance; white areas at the base of the primaries, on 
the 'wings; and since it was an immature without the distinctive projecting 
tail feathers it was identified on the basis of size - somewhat larger than 
the Ring-billed. Identification of the Yellow-bellied Flycatcher was helped 
by its song. The Short-billed Marsh Wrens were seen at Pawnee and 
Branched Oak Lakes in flooded or recently flooded fields. (They were in 
some of the same areas last year, when the lakes were also high.) A late 
Loggerhead Shrike was seen 15 and 16 December. The Brewer's Blackbirds 
were seen in Wilderness Park,and were identified by their calls and the fact 
that their tails were shorter than Grackles'. The Olive-sided Flycatcher 
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was killed when it flew into a window at the Nature Center. It is a first 
record for the Genter, though not for Lincoln. A Fox Sparrow was also 
killed when it flew into a window at the Center. 
Lincoln, Hershey, 74 species, Mrs. Morris Cox. 
McPherson, Tryon, 78 species, Mrs. Oona Bassett. Mrs. Bassett left for 
Arizona about the end of September. 
Perkins, Grant, 67 species, Mrs. Jerry Sejkora (reporter), Don Sejkora. 
A better identification of Empidonax sp. might have increased the count. 
The Olive-sided Flycatcher was a first local sighting for them. They heard 
the call and saw the white wing patches. The Short-eared Owl was also an-
other first. It was seen by two observers in the late afternoon. 
Sarpy, see Douglas. 
Scotts Bluff, Scottsbluff, 128 species, Mrs. Roy J. Witschy (reporter) , 
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THE SEVENTY· THIRD ANNUAL MEETING 
The Seventy-third Annual Meeting was held in Scottsbluff on 18 and 
19 May 1974. Registration for the meeting was over sixty, and all that 
could be accommodated - seventy-nine - attended the banquet. The formal 
program consisted of: 
Welcome, Mrs. Lee Kenitz, President, Scottsbluff Nature Club 
Response, C. W. Huntley, President, NOU. 
Bats in the Panhandle, Dr. Jay Druecker, Chadron State College 
Taxonomy and Distribution of the Genus Bidens (stick-tight plant) in 
the State of Nebraska, Dr. Ron \Veedon, Chadron State College 
Report on the Platte River Basin, Dr. John C. W. Bliese, Kearney 
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Summary of the Denver Meeting of the Whooping Cr-ane Conservation 
Association, R. G. Cortelyou, Omaha 
Reading, Writing, and Reports, Mrs. Wilma Wyman, North Platte 
Some Daytime Ecology of the Sandhill Crane, Dr. John C. W. BUese" 
Kearney State College 
A Little About Bird Physiology, Prof. Doris Gates, Chadron State 
College 
An as-yet untitled nature and ecology film, Roy J. Witschy, Scottsbluff 
At the Annual Meeting C. W. Huntley was elected an Honorary Member. 
The dues for each class of membership were raised by $1 per year; the 
price of field cards was set at 5¢ each or 4¢ each in lots of 100 or more (in 
both cases, plus postage); and the invitation of North Platte to hold the 
1975 meeting there was accepted. The following officers were elected: 
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George W. Brown, Kearney, president; Dr. John C. W. Bliese, Kearney, 
vice-president; Mrs. Clyde Johnson, Omaha, secretary; Mrs. Sigvald Jensen, 
Weeping Water, treasurer; Dr. Neva Pruess, Lincoln, librarian; and R. G. 
Cortelyou, Omaha, editor. After the banquet Mr. Harold H. Burgess, La 
Creek Wildlife Refuge, Martin, South Dakota, gave an illustrated talk on 
"Trumpeter Swans in Nebraska and: South Uiakota". 
At least 111 species were identified on the fie,ld trips Sunday (it might 
have been more if the Empidonax s·p. had been further identified, and a 
probable Golden Eagle was seen in the air at a d[stance, but lost before 
-positive identification could be made). Four others (marked S) were seen 
on trips on Saturday and one each in the area by incoming participants on 
Friday (F) and homegoing participants that afternoon (A). Eared, West-
ern, and Pied-billed Grebes; White Pelican, Double-crested Cormorant; 
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Great Blue and Black-crowned Night Herons; Canada and Snow Geese; 
Mallard, Gadwall; Green-winged and Blue-winged Teal; American Wigeon, 
Northern Shoveler, Lesser Scaup, Ruddy Duck, Turkey Vulture; Red-tailed 
and Swainson's Hawks; Prairie Falcon (F), American Kestrel, Bobwhite, 
Ring-necked Pheasant, Turkey (S), Sora, American Coot, Killdeer, Black-
bellied Plover (A), Common Snipe, Long-billed Curlew; Upland and Spot-
ted Sandpipers; Willet; Pectoral and Semipalmated Sandpipers; D~witcher 
sp., Stilt Sandpiper; Wilson's and Northern Phalaropes; Ring-billed and 
Franklin's Gulls; Black Tern, Burrowing Owl; Chimney and White-throated 
Swifts; Belted Kingfisher; Common Flicker; Redi-headed and Downy Wood-
peckers; Eastern and Western Kingbirds; Say's Phoebe, Empidonax sp., 
Western Wood Pewee, Horned Lark; Rough-winged, Barn, and Cliff Swal-
lows; Purple Martin. 
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Blue Jay, Black-billed Magpie, Olmmon Crow, Black-capped Chickadee; 
House, Long-billed Marsh, and Rock (S) Wrens; Gray Catbird, Brown 
Thrasher, American Robin, Swainson's Thrush; Eastern (S) and Mountain 
(S) Bluebirds, Cedar Waxwing, Loggerhead Shrike, Starling; Bell's Red-
eyed, and Warbling Vireos; Black-and-white, Yellow, Yellow-rumped, Black-
throated Gray, and Blackpoll Warblers; Ovenbird, Common Yellowthroat, 
Yellow-breasted Chat, House Sparrow, Bobolink; Eastern and Western Mead-
owlarks; Yellow-headed and Red-winged Blackbird1s; Orchard and Northern 
Orioles; Common Grackle, Brown-headed Cowbird; Rose-breasted, Black-
headed, and Blue Grosbeaks; Lazuli Bunting, House Finch, Pine Siskin, 
American Goldfinch; Red and White-winged CTossbills; Rufous-sided Tow-
hee, Lark Bunting; Grasshopper, Lark, Chipping, and Clay-colored Spar-
rows; McCown's and Chestnut-collared LOn2'SDurs. 
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any crest), and picked out the downy Black Duck in Kortright, but Jid agree 
that it might have been the Wood Duck, shown on the same page. But ',ince 
Mrs. Bashus a couple of times said that the mother "flew up into the tree" 
when she was disturbed I felt that they were Wood Ducks in spite of the 
failure to identify them as such from the pictures. I called the Humane 
Society, which had picked up the ducklings, and fortunately reached ,some one 
who remembered that they had been taken to the Fontenelle Forest Nature 
Center. I called the Center and they said that the ducklings were Wood 
Ducks. The Bashuses are a block north and about half a block east of where 
a Wood Duck f'amily was picked up in 1971 and Mr. John Douglas thinks. 
from the droppings, that they nested in the same tree on busy Fifty-second 
Street that they probably used in 1971. 
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CLARK'S NUTCRACKER. A Clark's Nutcracker (Nucifraga columbi-
ana) was a repeated 'Visitor to our suet station and to the deciduous trees in 
our back yard from 2 to 25 May 1973. We saw it at least thirty-two times on 
seventeen different days, from as early as 6 :45 A.M. to as late as 6 :30 P.M. It 
gave its call a number of times, and it "scolded" our cat on several occasions 
when the latter was outdoors. 
The suet holder was on the trunk of a mulberry tree only eight feet 
from our kitchen window, and about seven feet from the ground. The bird 
was rather wary of anyone at the window at the first of the month, but it 
grew less cautious of us and our activity as time passed. Toward the end of 
its stay it did not even fly from the suet when we left the house and closed 
the backidoor (just around the corner from the suet station) with the usual 
bang-in!!" sound. It ate unhurriedly, and was the dominant bird at the feeding 
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station, Starlings among other birds making way for it. Once we caught a 
brief glimpse of two Blue Jays chasing it as it flew from a tall elm tree. 
One afternoon when we were watering our lawn and flowers the bird flew to 
the ground, some fifty feet away from us, and appeared to pick up drops of 
water from the plants. On another afternoon, however, we saw it on the 
bird bath getting water in what we assumed was a more typical fashion. 
Our past experience with Clark's Nutcrackers in the Rocky .'\!ountains 
had taught us to associate the bird with evergreen trees; however we never 
saw the bird in any of the several tall red cedars growing in front of the 
homes of our immediate neighbors. When not at the suet station it l)erched 
in the uppermost parts of our mulberry, hackberry, or American elm trees. 
We have no idea of where it spent its time when not in our back yard. 
-John C. W. Bliese, Kearney 
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HONORARY MEMBER c. W. HUNTLEY 
C. W. (Bill) Huntley was elected an Honorary Member of NOU at the 
1974 Annual Meeting in Scottsbluff. The timing of the award was due to his 
recent move to Grand Junction, Colorado, where he is Area Extension Agent 
for the Tri-rivers Extension Service. The basis for the award was his record 
of continued service to NOU, usually involving a lot of work and little recog-
nition. He joined NOU in 1950, while a student at Brule High School, as soon 
as he reached the then minimum age of 16. He remembers meeting Wilson 
Tout at the North Platte meeting in 1951. Neither could have foreseen that 
Bill would later be president of the Tout Bird Club. Dr. J. C. W. Bliese re-
members enlisting Bill's help at the Kearney meeting in 1956, when Bill was 
a student at Kearney State College. Bill has held various offices at different 
times. He remembers that he was secretary when the secretary was responsible 
for arI1anging for the program, and that the rules were then changed to, make 
the vice-president responsible and he was elected vice-president. He was 
president in the year just ended. But officer or not, he usually was involved 
in the many chores necessary to keep the organization running. Even when 
he was in South Dakota getting a Master's or his job was such that he had 
little free time, he might beg off from formal appointments but still would 
devote some of what spare time he had to work for NOU. He has been in 
charge of the Breeding Bird Surveys for the state since they were started, 
and has taken many, if not all, the routes for which he could get no volun-
teers. An example of how he has become a fixture at NOU meetings, although 
in this case does not involve additional time on his part: for a long time 
everyone has expected that Bill will do the calling when the list is compiled 
after a field trip, and the few times he hasn't been there to dIo it the list 
somehow didn't seem official. It is hoped that he will be able to come back 
and call the list for many more meetings. 
HERMIT WARBLER REPORTED IN NEBRASKA 
At noon, Friday 21 September 1973, I had a Hermit Waarbler in the 
yard. It was cloudy, windy, and foggy, with the fog lifting. I looked it up 
right away to be sure. It was yellowed-headed (no dark streak over the top 
of the head and no noticeable line through tp.e eye) with a gray body and 
conspicuous wing-bars, white under-parts, and light gray broken streaks on 
each side. Being fall the throat didn't show too black. It was in a peach tree 
about fifteen or twenty feet from the picture window where I was sitting, 
and I saw it very plainly the one time for about three minutes. This was a 
male, definitely, but I believe there was a female in the yard about the 
same time, and that I saw her first. My records show I had seen a Hermit 
Warbler in Arizona in 1969. 
-Oona S. Bassett, Tryon 
The Hermit Warbler is a West Coast bird, definitely out of place in 
Nebraska, but The A. O. U. Check-list of North American Birds, Fifth Edi-
tion, lists it as accidential in Minnesota. 
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NOTES 
ROSS' GEESE. On 28 November 1973 Mr. James Nissen, who was 
leading a trip through the Plattsmouth Refuge, said that three Ross' Geese 
had been taken by hunters on the Refuge to that date, and that others had 
been seen in with the other geese. In addition to the geese, a Golden Eagle 
was seen on the trip. 
LATE BALD EAGLE. According to our past observations, Bald Eagles 
(Haliaeetus leucocephal1l8) typically leave their wintering grounds along the 
Platte River in southcentral Nebraska by the end of April. We were most 
surprised, therefore, to see one of these birds, an adult, on 3 June 1973. It 
was seen at the edge of some water, just off I-80, about half a mile west 
of the Elm Creek interchange, about 5: 15 P.M. 
-John C. W. Bliese, Kearney 
SANDHILL CRANES. We had twelve 8andhill Cranes on the little lake 
north of my house. I guess this is a first for Weeping Water. (Letter dated 
1 December 1973). 
-Mrs. Sigvald Jensen, Weeping Water 
AMERICAN WOODCOCK NEST. On 15 June 1973 Mr. Glenn LeDioyt 
was inspecting the eastern part of the Gifford Peninsula (east of Fontenelle 
Forest) with Mr. Robert Mann, who farms the area, when they put up a 
Woodcock. Mr. Mann commented that he had found a nest of such a bird the 
year before. Mr. LeDioyt relayed this comment to the editor, who talked to 
Mr. Mann on 6 January 1974 to try to get more specific information. Mr. 
Mann said that he took no particular notice of birds and so his memory of the 
incident was not very detailed. He had been near a clearing on the banks of 
the Missouri, in the southeast part of the peninsula, probably in the last 
half of May 1972, when he had seen this bird fly up from a patch of tall 
grass in the timber. He went over and found a nest with, as he remembered 
now, one egg in it. He did not try to findl the nest again. He said that while 
he had seen a Woodcock two or three times in 1973 after the sighting men-
tioned above, the 1972 sighting was the first time he had seen such a bird. 
(There are two or three records of the Woodcock in the Forest in the last 
ten or fifteen years.) 
MALFORMED RED-WINGED BLACKBIRD NESTLING. On 23 May 
1970, near Waterloo, Nebraska, I found a Red-winged Blackbird (Agelaius 
phoeniceus) nest containing four eggs. The first egg hatched on 29 May and 
three nestlings were present on 30 May. One unhatched egg was opened on 
4 June. It had no embryonic development. 
I noticed an abnormality in one of the nestlings and collected the speci-
men at two days of age. It had no eye development on the left side of the 
head (anopthalmia), but had what appearedl to be normal eye development 
on the right side. I removed the skin partiaIly from the head and found the 
skull had no depression where the eye should have been located. 
The only other abnormality of the nestling appeared to be a slight 
distortion of the beak. Measurement from the tip of the lower mandible to 
the commissural point (mandibular tomium) were 12.0 mm on the right 
side and nearly 13.0 mm on the left side, making the lower portion of the 
mouth twist a little to the right. 
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The other two nestlings in this nest appeared normal. I have read no 
other reports, of anopthalmia in this species and have not observed it in- any 
of my observations of more than 500 nestling Red-wings. 
-Dr. Larry C. Holcomb, Del)t., of Biology, Creighton University 
WHITE-WINGED CROSSBILL. On 13 November 1973 I found a dead 
female White-winged Crossbill on the Wayne State College campus. About 
two weeks earlier Mr. Jewell Schock and Mr. Charles Maier, professors of 
biology at the college, had tentatively identified what they thought were male 
White-winged Crossbills, but they could not be positive of the idenity of the 
birds without binoculars. Mr. Shock will prepare the skin and add it to the 
Wayne State College collection. 
-Dr. Russell L. Rasmussen, Dept. of Science, 
Wayne State College 
COLOR-MARKED COWBIRDS. Over 2,800 Cowbirds were banded and 
color-marked in west-central Kansas during 1973 as an aid in studying their 
movements and hopefully to determine their place of origin. Birds were 
marked with dark blue or yellow plastic leg streamers. Banding and color-
marking will be continued in 1974 with red, yellow, or dark green leg stream-
ers. Observers should report location and date of sighting, sex of bird, and 
color of leg streamer to Richard A Hill, Department of Biology, Fort Hays 
Kansas State College, Hays, Kansas 67601. 
